
“One of the biggest 
myths about 
scholarships is that they 
are available only to the 
best and brightest”



• Get to know where the resources are in 
your high school.

• Talk about types of scholarships, 
scholarship applications, deadlines and 
how to search and apply.

• Talk about the advantages of applying to 
Maryland colleges, career schools and 
universities.

Our goals …



Starting the scholarship search…

@ Northwest you can walk by the 
College Career Information Center 
and scan the Scholarship Bulletin QR 
Code for the latest information.

Start small…
Search where the percentages are in your favor.  Begin with your high school 
resources.  Where is your College Career Information Center located?  Is there 
online presence for college career & scholarship information at your school? 
Favorite your schools college career scholarship web page or listing for quick 
access.



Naviance & the SCHOLARSHIP search …

Search 
College-Specific 
Scholarships.

Create a profile and 
complete a National 
Scholarship Search.
Select Scholarship 

Search for a list of 
Scholarships to 
Favorite.

Make sure you are 
accessing your high 
school’s Naviance 
account!



Athletic scholarships (D1 and D2) eligibility requires NCAA 
Clearinghouse Registration.  Talk to your coaches and visit 
eligibilitycenter.org. Registration should take place in junior year!

State & Local scholarships 
can be offered by your home 
state, senators, delegates, 
county and/or your high 
school.

Know your state legislative 
district by visiting 
mdelect.net

Application can be 
online or hard copy 
paper.

Scholarships:  Types & Application
Athletic, Academic, State & Local, Online & Paper

Students can also be 
nominated for 
scholarships either by 
self-nomination or school 
nomination.

Make sure your 
counselor gets to know 
you!

Academic scholarships can be 
offered by private organizations 
as well as colleges.  Eligibility 
can be based on GPA and/or 
college test scores, leadership 
and/or community service.

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=177afa87a67746a4ac5496b2d0897fb7


Search college financial aid offices…
•Search the financial aid web pages on college websites where you 
plan to apply.  Look for scholarships tied to your major or place of residence.  
Check the department page on the college website if you have a predetermined major.

but gives “best consideration” for merit 
scholarships to those students applying by the 

Priority, November 1 deadline.

•Connect with the financial aid offices at colleges 
you are considering by phone and/or email.  

• Always be courteous – no matter what the outcome of the 
conversation – make sure you note the name and date of each 
chat!  Save your email communications.

•Be mindful of priority deadlines!  For instance, UMD College Park accepts 
applications by Priority and Regular decision deadlines…



Cast a wider net…

The Ultimate Scholarship Guide”, “Free $ for College Dummies Handbook” 
and/or “The Scholarship Handbook” are available in your in your local 
bookstores and on Amazon…

Visit the web sites of your state senators and delegates.  Maryland 
residents may qualify for merit or career based scholarships if they plan to attend a 
Maryland post-secondary institution.  Each senator and/or delegate may have their 
own application process.

Look at businesses and organizations 
where your family has a connection. 

Visit the web sites of your local credit 
union or banking institution. 



Scholarship search              …
When searching for scholarships don’t make assumptions 
based on the scholarship funder or organization name!

For instance, Blacks in Government and the Taiwanese 
Community offer scholarships to high school seniors regardless of 

race or ethnicity.  

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority offers some of their scholarships 
to seniors regardless of gender! 

Look at the criteria before deciding to apply!



The online scholarship search…

• Plan to dedicate time to your searches.  Don’t expect the site to do 
the work for you.

• Beware of scam websites.  Sites should not ask for fees for 
searching or applying for scholarships – scholarships are a free 
resource for your college or career school education.  Do not provide 
your social security number when registering on a web site.

Play the odds!  
They could be in your favor!

Reputable sites include:  
www.studentaid.gov → Help Center → How do I find scholarships
www.scholarshipamerica.org
www.scholarships.com

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/how-to-find-scholarships
http://www.scholarshipamerica.org/
http://www.scholarships.com/


StudentAid.gov scholarship search…
Help 

Center

5. How do I find scholarships?

US Dept. of Labor’s FREE scholarship 
search tool



Some search 
engines may require 
you to set up a free 

profile that will be 
used to match 

scholarships with 
your interests and 

postsecondary 
plans

StudentAid.gov 
link brings you 

here…

… on the web @ careeronestop

https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx


Students planning to attend MC can search their 
Academic Works scholarship database…

Application to MC & MC ID 
required to use this site

Paying for college @ MC
Academic Works @ montgomerycollege.academicworks.com

Apply to MC 
early in senior 
year (after Oct. 1) 
and take 
advantage of  the 
MC App Fee 
Waiver Period, 
that usually 
begins Oct. 1

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/paying-for-college/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/institutional-grants-and-scholarships.html
https://montgomerycollege.academicworks.com/users/sign_in


https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/students

Online… MCPS College Career

scroll down the page to…

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/students


The scholarship application…
 and what may be required?… the transcript

… letters of 
recommendation

… resume
… financial information (from FAFSA Student Aid Report)

Official or unofficial?

How many?

… college test scores (copy from test account)



The Scholarship Essay or Personal Statement …
 Writing a Winning Scholarship Essay & the Four R’s:

• Rules – due date – word count – format – residency – age – 
follow the rules!

• Research the web site and the essay topic
• wRite to grab the readers and make them want to know more!  

How do your goals and values CONNECT with the funder’s goals 
and values?

• Review not once – not twice… submit your essay to an expert!  
Use your school resources like your English teacher or tutor

Essay Tip:  Keep copies (hard and electronic) of 
papers you have written in high school where you 
have received high grades.  



Increase your chances…
• Disregard the dollar amount.  It all adds up!
• Get personal with your essay.  Tell your story.  

“Personal stories provide unique ideas and a backdrop for scholarship committees to really 
get to know the applicants”.
• Apply.  Dollars go unclaimed because of lack of applicants.
• Keep your grades high.  Be ready to advocate for yourself if your grades slip.
• Don’t give up.  You may not get every scholarship you apply for but that does not mean 

you won’t get something for your efforts.  Take charge of your education & paying for it.
• Do Not Google scholarship applications. There should be a website link or a link on your 

high school website to access the application. Using Google may not get you the right 
application!

• Keep track of your applications, including the contact information, when you applied and 
how you applied.

• Check email!!  Most college career information centers in the high schools will regularly 
communicate scholarship information to you via email to your mcpsmd.net account… 
but when applying for scholarships use your personal email!



Tips and tools if applying to MD schools:
@ mhec.maryland.gov

https://mhec.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx


“Organization and 
persistence are key – 
there are no shortcuts”


