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Rotations are 
Reading, Math, 

and 
Science/Social 

Studies
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We are departmentalized in Fifth Grade, 
allowing us the opportunity to both work with 
every fifth grader in our area of expertise 
and prepare students for middle school 
transitions!

All students will have their homeroom teachers 
for both homeroom and writing and will 
additionally rotate to 
• Ms. Robbins for Science and Social Studies
• Mr. G for Reading / Language Arts
• Mrs. Ruk for Math



• Everyone must show responsibility 
at all times
– Classroom Jobs
– Monday / Wednesday Recess Office 

Hours
– Material Centers
– Class Time Banks
– Carderock Think Sheets
– Chromebook/Technology Use Forms
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If it is not completed, late, or not returned to school, the student 
may choose to stay inside during recess to complete it or complete 
it that evening. 
Nevertheless, the student will be asked to both… 
1) Complete a Missed Assignment Form
2) Submit the missing work to the late bin by the next class 
meeting.

Filling out a “Missed Assignment Form” does not excuse the 
work, it simply tracks the absence and helps us communicate 
this home.  
-> Homework strikes will be communicated in the following manner.

Missed Assignment #1: In-class Student Warning
Missed Assignment #2: In-class Student Warning
Missed Assignment #3: Parent e-mail home and student receives 
“Progressing” for Task Completion

Missed Assignment #6: Parent/Teacher conference
Missed Assignment #11: Let’s just hope it doesn’t get this far.  
Student will receive a “Not Yet Evident” for Task Completion on 
their Quarterly Report Card. N
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Q: How can I best help my child succeed this year?
A: Check your child’s planner EVERY night.  EVERY night.  EVERY night.
• Every rotation begins with children looking at the physical HOMEWORK board 

and writing down their nightly assignments (same as middle school)
• The expectation is that students’ write down their work from the board (not 

from their memory) at the beginning of every class.
• The expectation is that students fill in something for every box, including 

putting an “X” or writing “NONE” if there is nothing written
• The website will be updated daily as a rescue rope, but kids are expected to 

build the habit of writing down their work at the beginning of every class.



• Close Reading 
purposes:
– Synthesis                                           
– Inference
– Questioning
– Visualization
– Monitoring 

Understanding
– Making 

Connections
– Accessing 

Background 
Knowledge

– * Determining 
Significance
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Strategies we will use:
Whole Group lessons
Predictive Reading, 

Vocab Walks
Close Reading

Guided reading groups
Literature 

Circles/Discussion 
Groups

Independent reading
- Greek and Latin Roots 

Study

Genre Studies
Adventure
Tall Tales / Legends
Informational: American 
Revolution
Informational: Science –
Types of Energy
Myths
Mysteries
Realistic Poetry
Realistic Fiction
Graphic Texts (Comics / 
Graphic Novels)
Informational: Science –
Astronomy
Drama!



• Multi-Bend Writer’s Workshop
• First bend is for technique instruction, second bend is 

for independent application and third bend is publishing!
• UNITS:

– Lucy Calkins! Mini Lessons and Homework.
– Personal Narrative: Small Moment Stories
– Informational: Westward Expansion
– Argumentative: Hot Topic Debates
– Memoirs: Advanced Writing Techniques like 

playing with time: prologues and flashbacks!

* “Help the Writer, not the writing”
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• Vocabulary
– Science/SS: Content Vocabulary
– LRJ’s: Really Bad Word Elimination
– Reading: Greek and Latin Roots Study

SPELLING:
Words their Way centers in Reading
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• The Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics program 
develops a deep understanding of mathematics by 
building a strong foundation of number sense.
• Math 5: Q1: Numbers and Operations in Base 10 with 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
• Math 5/6: Q1: Start with end of Grade 5 math (Number and 

Operations Fractions) and then right into Grade 6 
curriculum

• Students who have a deep understanding of 
mathematics content will be able to
-make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
-construct viable arguments & critique the reasoning of others

-use appropriate tools strategically (manipulatives, calculators, etc.)
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• MISA Science window opens in 
March

• PARCC Window in April.  
Awaiting Date assignments.

• MAP-R: Fall, Winter, Spring 

• MAP-M: Fall, Winter, Spring

•
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Q4 Life Sciences: Traits

Q1 Physical Sciences: Properties of Matter

Q3 Earth and Space Sciences: 
Stars, Constellations, Earth’s rotation

Q2 Physical Sciences/Earth and Space 
Sciences: Waves and Satellites
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Please visit Ms. Robbins’ 
website/resources for a guide 
to NGSS.
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Q1: History and Economics
• Turning points and key events leading to American 

Revolution
• Economic aspects – trade, specialization, creation of 

monetary systems.

Q2: Civics, Geography, History
• A new government: Articles of Confederation, 

Constitution, Bill of Rights

Q3: Geography
• Settlements and expansion of the United States

Q4: Economics
• Goods and services (past and present), 

financial decision making
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• Fifth Grade Play
– Date TBD

• Post Office
– Designed and run entirely by students.

To be held in the winter, historically 
first two weeks in February leading        
up to Valentine’s Day.
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• Opportunities for leadership, public 
speaking, and community involvement.

• Meetings are before school on Fridays 
TBD

• Executive meetings every Friday 12:30
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• Options TBD: 
– Strathmore

– Air & Space Museum

– Theatre

– End-of-year class trip – TBD!

– End-of-year picnic/celebration
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~ This year in fifth grade, we are excited to continue grade-
wide birthday celebrations!  As you may have gathered so 
far, we view all of our students as one team, and as such, this 
year we will be celebrating birthdays together in the All 
Purpose Room.  The schedule for this monthly celebration will 
be posted onto the fifth grade webpage while personal 
reminder emails will be sent home just before your child’s 
birthday month.  
~ In addition to a fun party, these grade-wide assemblies will 
also serve as a monthly team building celebration.  We will be 
sharing accomplishments, affirming student work, and 
getting excited for upcoming tasks!
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• Will be taught in the spring
• (4/1 – 4/5 Family Life)
• (4/9 – 4/12 Disease Prevention
• Format TBD based on 

community feedback
• Parent Advisory Committee 

Meeting
• Parent Information Meeting
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• In-class volunteers needed!

• We’d love to have you help our 
students succeed!

• Still open to Room Parents
• Please utilize VolunteerSpot often!

www.VolunteerSpot.com
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http://www.volunteerspot.com/


Mr. Ghaman – Matthew_S_Ghaman@mcpsmd.org 

Ms. Robbins – Hannah_Robbins@mcpsmd.org

Ms. Ruk – Amy_L_Ruk@mcpsmd.org

School Emails – Not Teacher GMAIL (.net) accounts!




