
BENCHMARK UNIT KINDERGARTEN GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5

UNIT 1 
Government and 

Citizenship

Dear Abuelo 
by Grecia Huesca 

Dominguez

The Little Box 
by Judy Goldman

The Three Monks
by Shaobai Li

The Powwow Dog
by Joseph Bruchac

Magic Mirror: The 
Visionary Voyage

by Luther Tsai and Nury 
Vittachi

Spotted Tail 
by David Heska Wanbli 

Weiden

UNIT 2  
Character

Black Cat, Yellow 
Bunny 

by Wook Jin Jung

The Orange Horse
by Hsu-Kung Liu

Sammy the Seasick 
Pirate 

by Janelle Springer-Willms

Little Thief: Chota 
Chor 

by Vijaya Bodach

The Get-Together
by Christine Taylor-Butler

The Musician 
by Xuefeng Liu Born Ready 

by Jodie Patterson

UNIT 3  
Life Science

A Pouch of Pocket
by Ran Yi

The Magician 
by Mao Xiao

Sights and Sounds of 
Summer 

by Jilou Zhang

Little Frog’s Big 
Mouth 

by Muren Hu

One Summer Night 
by Tammi Salzano

Rice 
by Hongcheng Yu

UNIT 4 
Point of View

Little Bunny’s Balloon 
by Wook Jin Jung

My Big Family 
by Yanitzia Canetti

Dreams of a Pencil
by Xiaonan Zhang

Soraya and the 
Mermaid 

by Salima Alikhan

Woodpecker Girl 
by Chingyen Liu and I-Tsun 

Chiang

Saving Granddaddy’s 
Stories 

by Shannon Hitchcock

UNIT 5  
Technology  
and Society

Rou and the Great 
Race 

by Pam Fong

The Wooden 
Treasure 

by Frederic Marais

Where do Words 
Come From? 

by Jeff Zwiers

Paratou, the 
Umbrella 

by Marion Traore

Magic Mirror: The 
Scroll Quest 

by Luther Tsai and Nury 
Vittachi

Magic Mirror: Prince 
of Tricks

by Luterh Tsai and Nury 
Vittachi

UNIT 6  
Theme

The Tree Told Me
by Sophie Lescaut

Jujube and WIllow
by Youjun Sun

Crow Brothers/Fox 
and Monkey 

by Jiang Jin

Abuelita’s Secret 
by Alma Flor Ada

Bahar the Lucky 
by Rashin Kheiriyeh

Lemon Butterfly 
by Cao Wenxuan

UNIT 7  
History and 

Culture

Sweet Laba Congee 
by Qiusheng Zheng

The Powwow Thief
by Joseph Bruchac

Dragon’s Hometown 
by Dong Hongyou

Cuthbert Grant 
by Carole Lindstrom

Dolley Madison, the 
White House, and the 

Big Tornado 
by Alice Boynton and Wiley 

Blevins

UNIT 8  
Earth Science

Seasonal Adventure 
by Johnny Ray Moore

Happy Little Sun 
by Zhilu Zhang

Two Wool Gloves
by Bo Jin

Grandma and the 
Rooster 

by Yimei Wang

Magic Mirror: The 
Secret of Cold 

Mountain 
by Luther Tsai and Nury 

Vittachi

Storm Warning 
by Elizabeth Raum

UNIT 9  
Economics

The Radish is Back
by Yiqun Fang

Little Koko Bear 
by Qiusheng Zhang

Valentina and 
Monster 

by Angeles Ruiz

Six Short Sons 
by Baiying Shen

Sunakali, the Messi of 
the Himalayas 

by Jennifer Vorms-Le 
Morvan

A Tour of Hong Kong 
by Hsin-Yu Sun

UNIT 10  
Physical Science

Dandan’s Dream 
by Xiaowen Zhus

The Elephant that 
Ate at Night 

by Bing Bai

The Puppet’s Smile
by Lina Lyu

Soraya and the 
Dragon 

by Salima Alikhan

Magic Mirror: The 
Wall of Willows

by Luther Tsai and Nury 
Vittachi

Let’s Eat Bugs! 
by Judy Goldman

Culturally Responsive Supplemental 
Elementary ELA Collection



BENCHMARK 

UNIT
GRADES K-2 GRADES 3-5

UNIT 1 
Government and 

Citizenship

The Legend of the Coqui by Georgina Lázaro

The Powwow Treasure by Joseph Bruchac
One Land, Many Nations, Vol.1 by Traci Sorell, Lee Francis IV

UNIT 2 
Character

Max and the Talent Show by Kyle Lukoff

Call Me Max by Kyle Lukoff

Max on the Farm by Kyle Lukoff

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

Love Violet by Charlotte Sullivan Wild

Prince and Knight by Daniel Haack

Intersection Allies by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council & Carolyn Choi 

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen

The Reluctant Storyteller by Art Coulson, Roy Boney, Jr., Traci Sorell

It’s Not Very Complicated by Samuel Ribeyron

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

Love Violet by Charlotte Sullivan Wild

Prince and Knight by Daniel Haack

Intersection Allies by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council & Carolyn Choi 

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen

UNIT 3 
Life Science

Whooo Knew? The Truth About Owls by Annette Whipple

The Peach Tree Brother by Tao Xue

UNIT 4 
Point of View

Let’s Swap For a Day by Shu-Ti Liao

A Lovely Journey by Chen Yingfan

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

Love Violet by Charlotte Sullivan Wild

Prince and Knight by Daniel Haack

Intersection Allies by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council & Carolyn Choi

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen

Spirits Among Us by Sherry Howard

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

Love Violet by Charlotte Sullivan Wild

Prince and Knight by Daniel Haack

Intersection Allies by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council & Carolyn Choi

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen

UNIT 5 
Technology and 

Society
Magic Mirror: The Tomb of Time by Luther Tsai, Nury Vittachi

UNIT 6 
Theme

Gray Bunny’s Great Adventure by Ping Yi

The Second Race of Rabbit and Tortoise by Dan Luo

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

Love Violet by Charlotte Sullivan Wild Prince and Knight by Daniel Haack

Intersection Allies by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council & Carolyn Choi

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

I am Hua Mulan (G6) by Qin Wenjun

One Afternoon by Hsin Yu Sun

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

Love Violet by Charlotte Sullivan Wild Prince and Knight by Daniel Haack

Intersection Allies by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council & Carolyn Choi

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen

Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope by Jodie Patterson

UNIT 7 
History and 

Culture

Ambush! by Hongchen Yu

Sundays with Savta By Wiley Blevins

UNIT 8 
Earth Science

Wolf Cub’s Song by Joseph Bruchac

I Want To... by Hongbo Gao

The Deer’s Antler Tree By Bing Ge

She Sang From the Mountains: The Story of Jean Richie By Shannon Hitchcock

A Summer Night Concert by Xiren Tong

UNIT 9 
Economics

The Magic of Ooh La La by Fangfei Li Magic Mirror: The Traveler’s Tale (G6) by Luther Tsai, Nury Vittachi

UNIT 10 
Physical Science

It’s Okay by Shiow-Miin Tsai

Abracadabra! by Shanshan Li

Love on a Plate by  Rashin Kheiriyeh

A Bicycle in Beijing (G6) by  Dawu Yu


