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■ 1. start early
Provide your child with access 
to the benefits of music educa-
tion from birth; sing to your ba-
by, move to music and feel the 
joy of making music together. 
Visit your local community mu-
sic school to find musical op-
portunities and discover what 
you can do to get started. 

■■ 2. know the law 
ensure that your local school 
administrators, teachers, legis-
lators and community members 
know that the elementary and 
secondary education act in-
cludes music and arts as “core” 
academic subjects; support this 
policy for your local school. 

■■ 3. Get quality educators
check that your local schools 
provide access to the benefits 
of music education taught by 
highly qualified teachers just like 
the other core academic sub-
jects. to learn more about the 
opportunity to learn standards 
for music education and to rate 
your school music program, go 
to supportmusic.com and click 
on “Grade your school music 
Program.”

■■ 4. Get involved
Participate in school and/or dis-
trict planning committees in-
cluding curriculum, assessment 
and budget. Position music ed-
ucation as an important instruc-
tional tool for improved stu-
dent learning and to close the 
achievement gap.

■■ 5. Participate in budget 
discussions
understand the budget pro-
cess in your district and school, 
including how your music pro-
gram is funded and when 
the budget is discussed and            

finalized; participate in school 
budget hearings and monitor 
district and school support for 
music and the arts. 

■■ 6. stay on top of current 
information
Keep up-to-date on current re-
search supporting the benefits 
of music education.

■■ 7. Make it about the stu-
dents
Keep all advocacy efforts cen-
tered around education, and 
spread news about the accom-
plishments of students.  

■■ 8. Form a coalition
encourage parents and com-
munity members to become ad-
vocates for your community’s 
school music programs and 
form a local coalition. For de-
tailed information on building a 
coalition, please visit vh1savet-
hemusic.com.

■■ 9. schedule performances 
for decision-makers
arrange for your school music 
program to perform at school 
board meetings regularly. on 
appropriate occasions, follow 
this with comments from stu-
dents about why music educa-
tion is important. allow school 
board members to see and hear 
the value of music education! 
don’t wait until there is a threat 
to the music program. 

■■ 10. Make friends
identify key supporters of music 
education including members 
of the school board, adminis-
tration, school faculty, parents, 
media, and influential civic and 
business leaders. build relation-
ships with these individuals be-
fore threats to the music pro-
gram are apparent; invite them 
to concerts, greet the audience 

or be guest conductors of stu-
dent ensembles.

■■ 11. start the party
encourage school staff to be in-
volved in the school music pro-
gram. do teachers at the school 
play an instrument, sing or have 
children who study music? if so, 
encourage them to be involved 
in rehearsals and concerts.

■■ 12. Go local 
encourage parents, students 
and/or influential members of 
the community to write an op-ed 
piece on the value of music edu-
cation for your local newspaper. 
invite a local news reporter to do 
a story or ask a newspaper to 
donate a full-page ad highlight-
ing the benefits of music educa-
tion; highlight student participa-
tion and accomplishments in all 
forms of media, wherever pos-
sible - a great music program is 
the best advocacy!

■■ 13. Establish an award
nominate an administrator who 
has demonstrated strong sup-
port for music for a “music edu-
cation award” given by the local 
or state music educators asso-
ciation or establish one in your 
district. 

■■ 14. Rally support
Participate in the national com-
munity recognition program 
presented by the namm Foun-
dation “best communities for 
music education” and use this 
designation to ramp up support 
for your music education pro-
gram.

■■ 15. Educate your com-
munity 
turn a local performance into an 
“informance” by placing inter-
esting music facts inside con-
cert programs. hold a reception 

after so that community lead-
ers can start conversations with 
music supporters. 

■■ 16. spread the word
help create program inserts 
highlighting the benefits of mu-
sic education for your school 
concerts and performance cen-
ters throughout your communi-
ty. these can be inserted into all 
concert programs.

■■ 17. Involve different groups
bring students to perform at lo-
cal civic organizations such as 
the Kiwanis, lions and rotary 
clubs and highlight the impor-
tance of music education. 

■■ 18. Make it official
obtain an official proclamation 
from your mayor or city council 
leaders dedicating the month of 
march as “music in our schools 
month.”

■■ 19. Reach out to tV and 
radio
ask your local television and 
radio stations to publicly rec-
ognize local music programs 
throughout the year and salute 
“music in our schools month” 
in march. Follow this by provid-
ing a calendar of local musical 
events during march and ask 
your local media to dedicate 
them to “music in our schools 
month.”

■■ 20. Get competitive
sponsor an essay competition 
for students to write about why 
music is important to them. 
arrange for the local newspa-
per to run the winning entry. or 
participate in school band and 
orchestra magazine’s annual 
essay contest for the poten-
tial to win scholarship funds: 
sbomagazine.com/essay-con-
test. 

■■ 21. Let parents know their 
options
arrange for your local music 
program to perform at local pre-
schools, elementary, and mid-
dle schools.  Get students and 
their parents excited about all 
the music learning opportunities 
that can be part of their future in 
school.   

■■ 22. take it to congress
Write a letter to your member 
of congress about the value of 
music education in your com-
munity and take a delegation 
of music students to meet with 
your congressional represen-
tative at their local office. list 
upcoming local school music 
events and invite him or her to 
attend.

■■ 23. Do your homework
Write letters to legislators sup-
porting music education. re-
search the academic and social 
benefits of music study and be 
sure to include these in your let-
ters to advocate for music edu-
cation.

■■ 24. Get donations
encourage local businesses to 
support music programs with 
special donations for special 
projects that supplement core 
education funds from the dis-
trict. be sure that this support 
is not seen as a replacement for 
district funding of music pro-
grams.   

■■ 25. articulate the issues
be involved in local, state and 
national music education orga-
nizations and the national coali-
tion for music education at 
supportmusic.com. 
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